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readable diction. The egotism of the previous volumes is not wholly 
avoided, yet it is here much less annoying. The different races of Alge- 
ria, Moors, Kabyles, Bedouins, and Jews, — the cities, Algiers, Constan- 
tine, Batna, Oran, Bona, — the seaboard, the mountains, and the desert, — 
all come into the account, and, if not very graphically presented, have 
at least each its individuality. A journey to Tunis and the site of 
Carthage is included in the survey, and notice is taken of the recent 
discoveries of Eev. N. Davis on that site. Where the author confines 
himself to facts, he is much more edifying than in his curiously made- 
up reflections. His meditations on the mosaics of Tunis, on the " bou- 
doirs " of an ante-Christian era, on " the Phoenician dame," on " a 
Dido's queenly train glowing with Tyrian dye," are amusing specimens 
of bathos. Such fine passages, however, rarely occur in the volume. 
In his historical sketches the author is less at home than in his descrip- 
tion of cafes and costumes. 

The marked peculiarity of this, as well as of Mr. Ditson's other books 
of travel, is an overweening fondness for pictures of female beauty, and 
the dress and habits of women. The excess in this style of portraiture 
will tire those readers whom it does not vex and disgust. Another un- 
pleasant feature of this author's writings is his light and superficial tone 
of remark about moral and religious movements. He sneers at the tem- 
perance societies and the " fanatics of New England." 

A great merit of this volume is its moderation of statement. There 
are no draughts on the reader's credulity, and no attempts to amaze by 
accounts of dangerous adventure. Mr. Ditson's travel in Africa seems 
to have been as safe as his travel in France, and he has no disposition 
to enhance its ditficulty or peril. 



14. — 1. Records of the Colony and Plantation of New Haven, from 1638 
to 1649. Transcribed and edited in Accordance with a Besolution 
of the General Assembly of Connecticut. With occasional Notes and 
an Appendix. By Chakles J. Hoadly, M. A. Hartford : Printed 
by Case, Tiffany, & Co. for the Editor. 1857. 8vo. pp. 547. 

2. Records of the Colony or Jurisdiction of New Haven, from May, 
1653, to the Union. Together with the New Haven Code of 1656. 
Transcribed and edited in Accordance with a Resolution of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Connecticut. By Charles J. Hoadly, M. A. 
Hartford : Printed by Case, Lockwood, & Co. 1858. 8vo. pp. 626. 

We have in these two carefully edited volumes another contribution 
to the primary sources of history. The towns which formed the origi- 



1859.] RECORDS OF NEW HAVEN. 563 

nal jurisdiction of New Haven were founded with the intent of consti- 
tuting them distinct governments. Of these, the strongest and wealthi- 
est was New Haven. This, with the five settlements of Stamford, 
Southold, Branford, Guilford, and Milford, made up the jurisdiction, 
which, in its turn, was afterwards united in chartered rights with the Con- 
necticut Colony. The former of the two volumes contains the Records 
of the Colony of New Haven while it stood alone, the beginning of the 
Records of the Jurisdiction, and the Records of the Plantation up to 
the year 1650. With the exception of a record of the proceedings at 
two Courts during the interval from April, 1644, to May, 1653, the 
original records for that whole space are missing, and have been so for 
about a century, at least ; nor is there any known copy of them. The 
second volume above named comprises all the remaining records of the 
jurisdiction of New Haven, to the time of the Union, which are known 
to be in existence, together with the Colony Code of 1656. 

The editor of these volumes was intrusted with the office of transcrip- 
tion and publication by State patronage. He seems to have done his 
work with great care and with perfect fidelity, keeping close to the 
original in spelling and punctuation, allowing old times to come to the 
light of modern eyes in the old garb, and aiding the imagination of the 
reader to make himself a party to the matters rehearsed on the page. 
The few and modest notes which he has introduced lead us to wish that 
he had made a more liberal use of his privilege in that respect. 

In the first of the volumes is an extended narrative of the proceed- 
ings in a criminal case which ought never to have been transferred to 
type. The editor seems himself to have been led to adopt this judg- 
ment, as, in his second volume, he suppresses the most revolting details 
of similar cases. 

Taking into view the substantial contents of both volumes, their spirit, 
variety of matter, and uniform tone of earnestness, — as if what was 
done within narrow limits and homely bounds was, after all, of the 
very essence of universal and eternal legislation, — they present to us 
phenomena of rare significance and interest. "The Court," whose 
records are spread before us, seems at some times to be legislating for a 
wide-spread commonwealth, and then it penetrates with its functions 
into the privacy of families and the secrets of human breasts, and as- 
sumes offices which would be regarded as tyrannical now if they were 
discharged by the head of a household. The sterling and heroic virtues 
of the leading men and women in those ancient enterprises for founding 
states, are vividly brought to view. No reader can fail to be impressed 
with the high-souled integrity, the deep conscientiousness, the profound 
sense of responsibility, with which the magistrates of those days ad- 
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ministered their trust. Their province extended over all the interests of 
life, and though we cannot but marvel at the sternness of their rule, 
and question at times whether their way of dealing with sinners did 
not strengthen the power of sin, we are made to admire the impartiality 
and sincerity of their proceedings. It was easier for them to draw the 
cords of authority to their utmost tension, than it would have been to 
attempt to administer a " Christian Commonwealth " by lax and irreso- 
lute measures. The only kind of legislation which is consistent with 
the convictions and aim of Puritanism, is Puritan legislation. The 
world, at present, will not bear that. The first trial of it was a very 
thorough one. 

"We copy from the revision of the Court Orders the following fore- 
most principle of Puritan legislation : — 

" In the layinge of the first fowndations of this plantation and jurisdiction, 
vpon a full debate with due and serious consideration, it was aggreed, con- 
cluded and setled as a fundamentall law, not to bee disputed or questioned 
hereafter, that the judiciall lawes of God, as they were deliuered by Moses, 
and expownded in other parts of Scripture, so farr as they are a fence to the 
morrall law and neither tipicall, nor ceremoniall, nor had reiFerence to Canaan, 
shalbe accounted of morrall and binding equity and force, and as God shall 
helpe shalbe a constant direction for all proceedings here, and a generall rule 
in all courts of Justice how to judge betwixt partie and partie, and how to 
punish offenders, till the same may be branched out into perticulers hereafter." 

The " perticulers " proved to be all needed, especially in cases of 
witchcraft. With an unflinching resolution was the Mosaic code, as 
limited above, imposed in the Jurisdiction, and, in the main, it tended 
to peace, soberness, and righteousness. 



15. — A Critical Dictionary of English Literature, and British and 
American Authors, Living and Deceased, from the Earliest Accounts 
to the Middle of the Nineteenth Century. Containing Thirty Thou- 
sand Biographies and Literary Notices, with Forty Indexes of Sub- 
jects. By S. Austin Allibone. Vol. I. Philadelphia: Child 
and Peterson. 1858. 8vo. pp. 1005. 

Though we have been aware of the author's indefatigable industry 
in collecting, and conscientious care in verifying, the materials for this 
great work, the half of it now before us surpasses our highe.st expecta- 
tion. Its affluence in names may be judged of by the fact, that it enu- 
merates no less than two hundred authors bearing the name of Jones, of 
whom twenty-one are designated by the unmodified prefix of William. 



